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than trebled since 1917. It now amounts to about 28 per.cent,
of the whole. The old towns have grown rapidly. Alma Ata,
the administrative centre, had grown from a town of 45,000
inhabitants in 1926 to a town with a population of 230,500
in 1939.
Semipalatinsk is situated at the point where the Turksib
Railway crosses the navigable Irtysh, and lies in the middle
of steppe land of great agricultural value. It was a small
place with a population of 57,000 in 1926. By 1939 it had
risen to 110,000.
The new industrial towns have exhibited an even more
remarkable growth. More people live in Karaganda than in
Semipalatinsk. There was no town on the coalfield in 1926.
To-day 165,937 people live and work there. Another new
town has gro\vn up around the copper refineries on the north
shore of Lake Balkhash. Although it was founded only in 1928,
Prebalkhash to-day has a population of 50,000. Many difficult
problems had to be solved in the construction of towns in the
semi-desert. Water is needed for domestic purposes, as well
as for industry. Irrigation is necessary on the*local farms
which have been established to supply the townsfolk with
food. Kounrad, Karsak Pai, and Ridder all have populations
exceeding 10,000.
The average density of population in Kazakhstan is natur-
ally very low, owing to the large tracts of arid land within
the republic. Although the territory is about six times larger
than Germany, the population is only 6,000,000. Between
Lake Balkhash and the Aral Sea and on the Ust-Urt Plateau
the average density falls below i person to 10 square kilo-
metres. Apart from the industrial areas, the most thickly
peopled areas are in the steppe lands of the north-east, along
the valleys of the Irtysh and the streams which flow from the
Altai, and in the irrigated regions of the south.
Two-thirds of the people are Kazakhs, a people belonging
to the Turkic group. The rest are mainly Russian.
Kazakhstan represents a transitional region between Euro-
pean Russia to the west and Siberia to the north, and the
Asiatic part of the Soviet Union. The change from Siberia